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awaited there by his father-in-law, the Emperor of Austria,
and nearly all the German princes, some drawn by the hope
of seeing their States extended, others by fear of displeasing
the arbiter of their destiny. The only king absent was the
King of Prussia. Not belonging to the Confederation of the
Ehine, he had not been summoned to the meeting, and dared
not present himself without Napoleon's leave. For this he
humbly begged, and when he had obtained it, hastened to
make another among the crowd of sovereigns who had
repaired to Dresden 'to pay their court to the all-powerful
-conqueror of Europe.

The protestations of fidelity and devotion which ^fere
there lavished on Napoleon dazzled him till they made him
commit a most serious mistake in the organisation of the
-contingents which were to compose the Grand Army. Instead
of weakening the Governments of Austria and Prussia, his
former foes, by requiring them to contribute the larger part
of their available troops, whom prudence would have enjoined
.Mm to place in the advanced guard, as much to spare French
Wood as to enable him to keep an eye on his new and
wavering allies. Napoleon not only contented himself with
taking 30,000 men from each of these Powers, but employed
them on the wings of his army. The Austrians, under Prince
Schwarzenberg, were on the right, in Volhynia; the Prussians,
whom he placed under a French marshal, Macdonald, formed
the left; the centre was composed of French troops and the
contingents from the Confederation of the Rhine. The faults
of this organisation struck many intelligent men, who were
sorry to see the wings of the Grand Army composed of
foreigners, who, placed on the frontiers of their own countries,
were in a position to form, in case of a reverse, two armies in
our rear, while our centre? consisting of trustworthy troqps,
would be deep within the Russian Empire. Austria was
retaining 120,000 soldiers ready to act against us in case of
our failure, Prussia had 60,000 men over and above her con-
tingent. It is astonishing that the Emperor took so little
heed of what he was leaving behind him, but so confident
was he that, when the |Gbg of Prussia begged Mm to allowy verified, he avoided                   ]
